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Dance Party
Members of the Colby African Society perform
in Pulver Pavilion as part of the Bicentennial Day
festivities Feb. 27. From left, Phile Shongwe ’15,
Pamela Alakai ’14, and Annick Hirwa ’15
Photo by Jeff Pouland
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Marking the Centuries
President William D. Adams gives the
Bicentennial Address in Lorimer Chapel on
Feb. 27, the 200th anniversary of the signing of
Colby’s charter. Photo by Jeff Pouland
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Culinary Feat
Students photograph a Miller Library
cake, complete with blue light,
prepared by Colby Dining Services for
Bicentennial Day. In short order, the
library was eaten. Photo by Jeff Pouland
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If I Were President ...
Students, staff, and faculty packed Page Commons
in Cotter Union for a Bicentennial Day student
speech contest. The subject: If I Were Colby’s
President. Above, John Kalin ’14 talks about his
plans for the College. Photo by Jeff Pouland
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President William D. Adams announced in January that he
will retire in June 2014. The news set in motion the process of
selecting Colby’s 20th president.
Adams, president since 2000, guided the College through
many significant changes and milestones.
He has overseen the growth of the academic program, most
notably in the areas of environmental studies and the visual
arts. Adams also oversaw the founding of the Goldfarb Center
for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement and a new center for
the arts and humanities. He led a $376-million capital campaign, the largest in Maine history, which included numerous
building projects, the College’s expansion on the Colby Green,
and the gift of the Lunder Collection of American Art.
“I am honored to have had the opportunity to lead such a
remarkable place,” Adams said.
Adams, however, stressed that he has three more semesters
in the job and much left to accomplish in support of Colby’s
mission. “This is not the time for a valedictory note,” he said, in
a message to alumni.
Some of the unfinished business, he said, includes the College’s bicentennial celebration and completion of Colby’s 2013
strategic initiatives. “We’ve got a lot to do and a lot I want to
accomplish in my remaining time here,” he told a staff gathering in February.
Running parallel to Adams’s work in the coming 15 months
will be the search for his successor. A presidential search
committee, which first met in January, is headed by Trustee
Emeritus Michael L. Gordon ’66. The 19-member committee
includes nine trustees, five faculty members, an administrative
representative, the head of the Alumni Council, two students,
and Gordon.
According to Sally Baker, vice president and secretary of the
corporation, it is customary to have a new president in place six
months before the preceding president steps down.
Baker said the Colby community will be asked to participate
in the process in open forums on campus and via electronic
forums. Updates on the search committee’s progress will come
periodically from Gordon, she said.
“One of my tasks is to ensure that the committee gathers—and considers thoughtfully—the views of those who work
and study at Colby and of those with other connections to the
College,” Gordon said, in a statement on the presidential search
page on the Colby website (www.colby.edu/administration_cs/
president/search). The process, he said, “embraces every constituency in our community.”
While Adams will remain president until the end of the
2013-2014 academic year, he plans to take a sabbatical this sum-
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Adams Announces Plans to Retire; Search for Successor Begins

President William D. Adams will retire in June 2014.

“We’ve got a lot to do and a lot I want to
accomplish in my remaining time here.”
President William D. Adams
mer, he reported at the staff gathering in February.
Adams, who holds a doctorate in political philosophy from
the University of California at Santa Cruz, said he plans to
spend the summer in France doing research for a book project.
He described the book as “part memoir, part travel narrative,
part intellectual history,” prompted by and organized around
the French philosopher on whom he wrote his dissertation,
Maurice Merleau-Ponty.
One part of the project, Adams said, was prompted by his
experience at Colby, specifically with the Colby Museum of Art.
He has spent time thinking about painting, and Merleau-Ponty
was interested in art, especially the work
of Cézanne.
Asked by Tony Marin, a plumber in the Physical Plant
Department, to explain the premise of the book he is taking
time off to write, Adams smiled and said he wasn’t sure he was
taking time off, but rather, was exploring a long-held interest in
Merleau-Ponty.
“I want to revisit that interest,” he said, “but in a very
friendly and not precisely academic way.

With the opening of the Alfond-Lunder Family Pavilion at the
Colby College Museum of Art in July 2013, the museum will present
the largest selection of the Lunder Collection since the announcement of the promised gift in 2007. Widely acknowledged as one of the
most important holdings of American art ever assembled by private
collectors, the Lunder Collection comprises more than
500 objects including works by Winslow Homer,
Georgia O’Keeffe, and James McNeill Whistler.
The striking new 26,000-square-foot pavilion—conceived as a glass prism reflecting its natural surroundings and Colby’s traditional architecture—adds
10,000 square feet of exhibition space and signals the museum’s importance to both the College and the art community. The first major
exhibition to be mounted in the museum, The Lunder Collection: A
Gift of Art to Colby College, opens with the new space in July.

PHOTO BY GARY GREEN

Building on a Strong Foundation

The Alfond-Lunder Family Pavilion at the Colby Museum of Art will open
in July 2013.

Had there been any doubts about the new
Colby at Bigelow Laboratory marine science
program, the events culminating the first
session would have swept them away in a
tidal wave of scientific results and mutual
admiration.
On Dec. 12 the four pioneering students
completing their semester in residence at
the Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences
in East Boothbay, Maine, presented posters
summarizing their independent research
projects. They talked about the supercharged learning experience that began in
August before hugging their mentors and
bidding farewell.
At the poster session Bigelow senior
research scientists who were their teachers, mentors, and collaborators asked
sophisticated questions about the science
and received confident, cogent explanations.
Topics included the behavior of the Gulf of
Maine’s sea-surface microlayer, the effects
of oil spills on microbes in marine sediment,
and two studies of the potentially toxic diatom Pseudo-nitzschia, which closed shellfish
beds in Maine for the first time last fall.
Cynthia Heil, the Bigelow senior scientist who mentored Grace Reville ’14 as
Reville studied light and nutrient ecology
of the deadly diatom, emphasized the realworld value of the Colby students’ work.
The research projects will be the basis
of a Maine Sea Grant proposal, Heil said.
Reville’s project and one by Marianne Fer-
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Colby Students’ Bigelow Semester Has Real-World Benefits

Colby students prepare to deploy a water sampler to collect Gulf of Maine seawater for analysis as part of the
field research component of the Colby at Bigelow semester. At left is David Fields, Bigelow researcher.
guson ’14 on how to better test for Pseudonitzschia provide critical puzzle pieces as
government officials and fishermen deal
with this new threat to public health in
shellfish populations.
In Reville’s case, the intense research
and lab work provide the bona fides as
a scientist that she feels will give her
heightened credibility in her chosen area of
focus—environmental policy. “I really love
the science,” Reville said, “but I’m passion-

ate about the policy.” Understanding the
biochemistry and the rigors of research is
a critical part of her portfolio. “I get that. I
want to be taken seriously.”
Students heaped praise on their mentors,
but they also praised the program overall
and the intensive attention they received.
“Here you have three Ph.D.s to one student,”
Josephine Liang ’14 says in a Bigelow Lab
video. “That is a ratio that you just can’t
beat.” —Stephen Collins ’74
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Railroad Square Cinema in Waterville, now owned
and supported by the nonprofit Maine Film Center.

tegic way to firmly establish Waterville
as a vibrant center of film exhibition and
education,” she said.

“Our interest in this,” said Colby President William D. Adams, “is preserving a
hugely important cultural asset in Waterville—Railroad Square, which is important to the College, to the community,
and to the economic development and
future of Waterville.”
Colby had several anonymous partners in the initiative, which had a project
cost of approximately $1 million, according to Adams.
Colby will see “very significant programmatic enrichment” through the
partnership, particularly in cinema studies and the visual arts, including the museum, Adams said. He added that the relationship with the Maine Film Center is
unique among liberal arts colleges, and
that it gives students unique entree to
many layers of the film industry.

PHOTO BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ

Thanks to organizational impetus and
a significant contribution from Colby,
Railroad Square Cinema will endure as
an anchor of the arts in Waterville. In December it was purchased by the nonprofit
Maine Film Center, parent organization
of the Maine International Film Festival
(MIFF).
The new director of the Maine Film
Center, Shannon Haines, who has run
MIFF for 10 years of its 15-year history,
listed Waterville’s “incredible wealth of
film resources” in a press release about
the transaction: “One of the most wellknown art house cinemas in the country,
an internationally known film festival,
and a new cinema studies program at
Colby College.”
“The goal of Maine Film Center is to
bring these resources together in a stra-

PHOTO BY COLBY COMMUNICATIONS

College Helps Secure Cinema’s Future as Nonprofit

Winter Construction
The new science building is taking shape. Workers have not let cold, wind, or snow get in the way of erecting its steel frame and roof. The
36,400-square-foot building, which will house the computer science, mathematics and statistics, and psychology departments, is located
across Mayflower Hill Drive from the Colby Museum of Art. It is scheduled to open in the fall of 2014.
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From right, Andrea Nix Fine ’91, Sean Fine, and
Inocente Izucar are seen backstage with the
award for best documentary short for Inocente
backstage at the Oscars at the Dolby Theatre on
Sunday, Feb. 24, in Los Angeles.

Nix Fine ’91
Wins Oscar
It was a dream come true. For filmmakers
Andrea Nix Fine ’91 and Sean Fine, perhaps.
For Professor of English Phyllis Mannocchi,
definitely. “My dream has been that, before
I died, I’d see a kid from my class win an
Oscar,” said Mannocchi, who taught Andrea
Nix in a documentary filmmaking class Nix’s
senior year.
Inocente, the 2013 winner in the category
best documentary short subject, documents
the life of a 15-year-old homeless girl in San
Diego with a passion for art and a seemingly
unbreakable spirit.
Upon winning, the Fines brought Inocente
on stage. “Most of all we want to thank this
young lady,” Sean Fine said.
The film was to be screened at Colby as
part of the student-organized SHOUT! week
in March.
Nix Fine advises aspiring filmmakers to
do what she did, which was to dig into as
many different academic areas as possible
and to concentrate on improving her writing.
“Be able to articulate your ideas and express
yourself, because if you can’t do that, no
one’s going to make your movie,” Nix Fine
told Colby in 2008, after her film War/Dance
was nominated for an Oscar.

For Doris Kearns Goodwin ’64, this
was a winter for posing with movie stars
and moguls. At doriskearnsgoodwin.
com there she is with Steven Spielberg,
with Sally Field’s arm draped around
her shoulders, with Daniel Day-Lewis,
Tommy Lee Jones, and Tony Kushner
mugging for the camera.
Goodwin’s award-winning book
Team of Rivals was the basis of Spielberg’s celebrated film Lincoln, starring
Day-Lewis and Field. The New York
Times reported that a chance conversation with Spielberg in 2000 led to the
collaboration, and that Goodwin sent
Spielberg a chapter at a time as she
wrote.
The book, published in 2005, was
rereleased last year in anticipation of
the movie, which opened to dazzling
reviews and garnered 12 Academy
Award nominations and two statues.
Interest in the film had Goodwin all
over the media talking about Abraham
Lincoln—in between her commentary
on modern politics, Barack Obama, and
the inauguration, that is.
A month before the movie’s release,
Goodwin told some of her Lincoln
stories on Mayflower Hill as keynote
speaker at Colby’s bicentennial kickoff
banquet before her latest media marathon began.

Even Comedy Central took note.
In a special birthday greeting honoring Goodwin’s 70th on Jan. 4, the
network’s “Indecision” site editorial
producer Mary Phillips-Sandy (a
Waterville native), collected Goodwin’s greatest hits on The Daily Show.
“Watching Doris Kearns Goodwin
tell stories about Abraham Lincoln
is even better than watching Daniel
Day-Lewis act stories about Abraham
Lincoln,” Phillips-Sandy wrote.

PHOTO BY FRED FIELD
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Lincoln Puts Goodwin in Celebrity Spotlight

Historian and author Doris Kearns Goodwin ’64 at Colby just prior to the release of the movie Lincoln.
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After Denying Gay Student a Role, Christian Group Opts Out
A campus Christian group that refused a student a leadership
role because she is a lesbian opted to decline College funding and
status after being found to have violated Colby’s nondiscrimination policy.
Colby Christian Fellowship was named in a complaint filed
with the Office of Campus Life in September by a student CCF
member who had sought the position of Bible study leader. After
discussions with College officials, the group decided to opt out of
Colby funding and recognition by the Student Government Association in order to continue to “gather around beliefs that are
informed by their specific interpretation of scriptural authority,”
said Jed Wartman, director of campus life.
The group is a chapter of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/
USA, a national evangelical and interdenominational organization. The situation has cropped up at other colleges and universities with various outcomes.
“This is one of those instances where an institution and prob-
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ably a majority of the people at an institution, myself included,
understand this as a really important category of identity that is
deserving of protection,” Kurt Nelson, dean of spiritual life, said,
“whereas [the CCF] would understand this specific instance as a
question of Biblical interpretation.”
The student in question is a sophomore who was an active
member of the group as a first-year student. In an interview with
an online student publication the student who was denied a role in
the CCF described the experience as “heartbreaking.”
She said she remained “a strong Christian.”
“I want to make it very clear that I love all the CCF members
and respect their beliefs and the freedom they have to hold them,”
she said in the interview. “I just don’t support the idea that an organization can act on such beliefs by kicking anyone out of leadership because of their sexual orientation, especially not at Colby.”
The student asked that her name not be disclosed in Colby.
—Gerry Boyle ’78

Happy Birthday,
Colby

Admission Applications
Break Records

Celebrations of Colby’s bicentennial are ongoing
this year, but on Feb. 27 (as Colby went to press)—the
200th anniversary of the signing of Colby’s charter—
typical campus activities were suspended in favor of a
daylong series of events. The evening events—an original
multimedia performance by Professors Lynne Conner
and Jon Hallstrom and the Bicentennial Address by
President William D. Adams—were followed by a party,
complete with the appropriate-sized cake and a letter
of congratulations from President Barack Obama. See
coverage at colby.edu/Colby 200.

Colby has received a record number of applications for the Class of 2017—the class
that will matriculate this September.
A total of 5,401 applications were received from students vying to enter as firsttime freshmen in the fall of 2013, according
to Vice President for Admissions and Financial Aid Terry Cowdrey. That is a 3-percent
increase over last year, when 5,241 applications were received, and it marks the third
year running that Colby has set a record.
Overall academic quality of the pool is
stronger, based on SAT scores and high
school class rank of applicants, Cowdrey
reported. The mean composite SAT score
increased 39 points over last year’s average.
The pool also is diverse. Applications
from students of color increased 10.5 percent to 979, which is 18 percent of the applicant pool. Those applications include
increases in every racial classification.
International applications are also up
11 percent.
Early Decision applications are
slightly ahead of last year, comprising
nearly 10 percent of applicants.
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Skiers round a turn at the Quarry Road Recreation Area in Waterville during the Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Association race in January.

World-Class Nordic Skiing in Waterville
One of Colby’s favorite seasons—winter—just got even better. Waterville’s Quarry
Road Recreation Area, on the site of the old
Colby ski slope, now has an International Ski
Federation-certified Nordic ski racing trail
and a snowmaking system that produced its
first flakes Jan. 19.
That was just in time to prepare Quarry
Road’s trails for an Eastern Intercollegiate
Ski Association race that brought about
a dozen top NCAA ski teams to town Jan.
26-27 for the Nordic events of the Colby
Ski Carnival.
The realization of a world-class Nordic ski
facility was largely propelled by John Koons
’72, and it brought with it an avalanche of
ancillary advantages: the chance for students and area residents to watch some of
the nation’s best skiers compete about a
mile from campus; an economic boost for
Waterville; a true home course for Colby’s
Nordic ski team; a place for area residents
to get out and get active during the winter;
and opportunities for new College traditions
as future Colby carnivals take advantage of

“[Quarry Road is] a
key to our economic
growth ... and it’s a
great opportunity for
area people to use these
outstanding facilities.”
Waterville Mayor Karen Heck ’74
the facility.
The course was assessed as “awesome,”
by University of Vermont’s Jane McClelland,
who finished ninth among more than a hundred skiers in the women’s 10K Saturday
and 13th in the 15K freestyle race Jan. 27.
“And it’s awesome you have this so close
to campus. With a little more snow this will
be great.”
Snowmaking is seen as a key ingredient
to the success of the Quarry Road facility,

as climate changes have made natural snow
less assured in recent years. The Friends of
Quarry Road received a $385,000 grant from
the Harold Alfond Foundation for the system,
and by February the city was producing heaps
of manmade snow.
Waterville Mayor Karen Heck ’74 heaped
praise on the volunteers who envisioned the
area and made it happen, particularly Koons.
“It’s a key to our economic growth,” she said,
listing several other initiatives underway in
the city, “and it’s a great opportunity for area
people to use these outstanding facilities.”
The course, designed by former Olympian
and renowned trail designer John Morton,
runs through the former Colby ski area and
additional acreage acquired by Friends of
Quarry Road. “It’s a really well-designed
course and it’s well executed,” said Cote,
a racer and coach who’s competed all over
North America and in Scandinavia. “Everything about the race course is world class.
... Few if any courses in New England, and in
the U.S. even, compare to this.” —Stephen
Collins ’74
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On Dec. 6, as Colby’s first distinguished bicentennial lecturer, artist,
educator, and visual-literacy evangelist
Wendy Ewald didn’t hesitate to tackle
the statement made by Colby’s most central visual icon, the official College seal.
After describing traditional liberal arts
education as “modeled on rhetoric” and
“up through the middle of the twentieth
century ... for upperclass gentlemen and
a few pious, indigent young men,” she
went right to the Latin.
“The motto on the seal of Colby
College—it’s right there,” she said,
“reads ‘Lux Mentis Scientia.’ ‘Knowledge is the Light of the Mind.’ Which
raises the question in our 21st-century,
globalized world: ‘Whose knowledge?’
And ‘What kind of knowledge are we
talking about?’
“It is no longer possible to speak
credibly of a Western world with a
superior set of cultural hierarchies,” she
continued. “I would argue that, today,
looking and listening are the light of
the mind. The visual arts have long
been a stepchild in higher education,
and often ill-behaved.”
Ewald uses photography to help
children understand their world, express
their dreams, and challenge dominant
adult-driven paradigms. She opens
avenues for communication that she
says are outside the linear thinking,
analytical detachment, and earnestness
that dominate American public education. She asks students to really study
images—to decode them.
Introducing Ewald, President
William D. Adams explained that
Colby’s bicentennial celebration, “In
Their Footsteps,” honors the College’s
remarkable history but also looks to
the future. “Footsteps, after all, move
forward too,” he said. So Ewald and
subsequent distinguished speakers this
year were asked to consider the future
of the liberal arts through the lens of
their particular disciplines.
Adams said Ewald’s visionary teaching
made a compelling topic for the inaugu-

16

COLBY / WINTER 2013

PHOTO BY JEFF POULAND

Ewald: Learn to Think Outside the Frame

Wendy Ewald, artist and educator, delivered the first bicentennial lecture in December.

“It is no longer possible to speak credibly of a Western
world with a superior set of cultural hierarchies. I
would argue that, today, looking and listening are the
light of the mind. The visual arts have long been a
stepchild in higher education, and often ill-behaved.”
Wendy Ewald
ral bicentennial lectures in light of the
College’s efforts “to make the visual arts
a central piece of what we do.”
Ewald described projects in Appalachia, Saudi Arabia, and in an immigrant
community in England, where she has
used cameras to open up new realms
of insight and communication among
children and women.
Ewald praised a practice where a
teacher starts a class in writing, public

policy, or ethics by looking intently at
a photo and asking, What’s going on?
Where is the photographer? What may
be going on outside the frame? “Ordinarily we look at a photograph for a few
seconds to decide what it says, then move
on,” she said.
More information about the Bicentennial Distinguished Lecture Series is
available at www.colby.edu/bicentennial.
—Stephen Collins ’74

Simpson Speaker
for Mitchell
Lecture Series
Former U.S. Senator Alan K.
Simpson will deliver the keynote
lecture for the 2013 George J.
Mitchell
Distinguished
International
Lecture Series
April 10.
The lecture series is
sponsored by
the Goldfarb
Center for
Public Affairs
Sen. Alan K. Simpson
and Civic
Engagement at Colby. Former U.S.
Senator George J. Mitchell will be
the special guest for the evening and
will provide the lecture’s introductory remarks.
Simpson served as a U.S. Senator
from Wyoming from 1979 to 1997.
In 2010 he was appointed as cochair of President Barack Obama’s
National Commission on Fiscal
Responsibility and Reform with
co-chair Erskine Bowles of North
Carolina.
The plan is intended as a way to
stabilize growing national debt.

Task Force to Consider Student Accountability
Basketball co-captain Jonathan Kalin
’14 knows his teammates don’t need rules
to motivate them to work out in the offseason. That motivation stems from a
culture where players feel accountable to
each other and responsible for the team’s
success.
This fall Kalin joined the newly created Accountability Task Force to help
explore how this sort of culture can be
more intentionally integrated into the
Colby experience.
The task force comprises five Colby
trustees, five faculty members, and five
students. “We were very clear that it would
be equal parts students, faculty, and trustees,” said Dean of Faculty and Vice President of Academic Affairs Lori Kletzer,
head of the academic-integrity subcommittee. “The people who live here are the
centerpiece, and a community commitment to [accountability] has to be owned
by the students.”
Many students chosen to be on the committee are visible leaders on campus who
have already shown an interest in shaping
a campus culture of greater accountability.
Kalin helped start Mules Against Violence
and Party with Consent, campus groups
that raise awareness of sexual violence and
challenges gender roles at Colby.
Morgan Lingar ’13 worked with a
group of students gauging student opinions of accountability and a possible

honor code. Last fall this group received
more than 500 completed surveys, an
unusually strong response, Lingar said.
Responses expressed different and often
opposing viewpoints. “We have to recognize that the campus contains such a
variety,” she said.
Conversation is an important step toward greater accountability, Kletzer said.
“We don’t talk enough about [academic]
integrity,” Kletzer said. “There’s room to
be clearer.” She said that often the conversation around academic integrity is negative and reactive to some incident of academic dishonesty.
“We’re trying to imagine it as proactive
and positive.”
Vice President of Student Affairs and
Dean of Students Jim Terhune, whose office deals with social life on campus, also
said he wants the process to be a positive
one. “Making rules isn’t what changes behavior,” he said. “It’s not about disciplinary action.”
Terhune hopes the effort will lead to
a meaningful campus conversation surrounding these issues and helps students
identify and implement the changes that
need to take place.
“There has been a real appetite for a
kind of accountability that is positive and
fits with our values,” said Julie Sands Causey ’85, a Colby trustee and the task force
chair. —Jenny Chen ’13J

Tharakan and Silverman Nominated as Alumni Trustees
Two new alumni trustees have been nominated
to join the Board of Trustees for three-year terms
beginning in May.
Joerose Tharakan ’08 works for Microsoft
Corporation’s Academy of College Hires, based
in Pittsburgh.
Tharakan came to Colby from Cochin in southern India. She studied at the London School of
Economics and earned an M.B.A. from the Yale
School of Management. At Colby Tharakan was a
member of the Emerging Leaders program, which
prepares students for leadership positions.
Moses Silverman ’69 is a partner in the litiga-

tion department at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton
& Garrison LLP.
The former campus activist joined the firm
after graduating from law school in 1973. He has
been a member of the board of directors of the
Legal Aid Society and is a member of the London
Court of International Arbitration.
Silverman served as a Colby Overseer from
2002 to 2010 and was on visiting committees
for education, religious studies, Spanish, and
anthropology. He and his wife, Betty Robbins, also
an attorney, live in Manhattan.
Joerose Tharakan ’08

Moses Silverman ’69
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